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CHAPTER 4 

Cadet Regulations 

 
Section I, General 

 
4-1. PURPOSE:  The successful and smooth operation of any organization depends upon a clear 

understanding by all of its members of their rights, privileges, and responsibilities.  This 

chapter outlines those rights, privileges, and responsibilities in the context of the 

regulations governing cadet conduct and appearance. 

 

4-2. AUTHORITY:  

a. Definition:   An “authority” is one who has the power and right to command. 

Authorities in the JROTC program include not only the Military Staff, but also school 

teachers/officials, civilian authorities (e.g., police), and any cadet holding higher rank. 

 

b.   Scope:   JROTC cadets and officials retain the authority to issue orders to subordinates 

regarding JROTC matters at all times when in school, on a school bus, and during all 

JROTC activities. 

 

c.   Respect for Authority:   With its mission to motivate cadets to become better 

Americans, the JROTC program requires that the cadets demonstrate respect for authority.  

By demanding that cadets obey proper authority, the program upholds the maxim “He who 

would lead must first learn to obey.” 

 

d.   All cadets must obey lawful orders without regard to any personal attitudes or opinions 

toward the superior giving the order – or even the order itself.  A cadet who believes that 

he/she is being treated unfairly should follow this simple rule:  “Obey first, protest later up 

the Chain-of-Command.”  Nevertheless, it is also the cadet’s duty to not obey any order 

that is unlawful or immoral in nature. 

 

e. Cadet Officers And NCO’s: 

(1)   Authority:   Cadet officers and non-commissioned officers (NCO) are duly 

       appointed representatives of the Military Staff and school officials.  They have  

       the authority to issue orders to cadets of lower rank in order to carry out their 

       duties to the Corps; These lawful orders are to be obeyed at all times.  Examples 

       of instructions that may be issued to their subordinates include drill commands, 

       instructions describing an assignment and how to complete it, and orders 

       designed to correct a cadet’s inappropriate behavior. 

 

(2)   Responsibilities:   With authority comes responsibility.  All cadet officers and  

       NCO’s must be fair and impartial in giving orders.  Cadet officers and NCOs 

       must exhaust all means of positive team building and leadership development 

       (e.g., encouragement, counseling, non-disciplinary orders) before resorting to 

       disciplinary measures.  Any cadet officer or NCO who abuses the authority 

       delegated to him/her will be deemed unfit for his/her rank and will be  

       removed from his or her leadership position by the Military Staff. 
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4-3. PERSONAL CONDUCT: 

a.   Rational:   The officers’ code is “Duty, Honor, Country”, and it is the responsibility of 

all cadets to uphold this code.  Each cadet represents the JROTC Program in every activity 

in which he/she is involved.  Whether cadets are assisting at a JROTC function or walking 

through the school halls, their personal conduct reflects both upon themselves and the 

JROTC Program.  Therefore, by conducting themselves appropriately, cadets bring credit 

to themselves and to the Corps of Cadets as a whole.  More importantly, good deportment 

is the hallmark of a good leader or follower, roles into which the JROTC Program is 

devoted to placing each cadet.  As leaders among their peers, the way in which cadets 

behave will become the example that their peers will follow.  Finally, by combining good 

personal conduct with a readiness to serve, cadets should uphold their duty to help to 

improve the quality of their communities. 

 

b.   Guidelines:   Cadets should maintain their honor by acting respectfully and courteously, 

fairly, and responsibly.  Remember that one’s word is one’s bond.  Cadets should carry out 

their duties wholeheartedly and strive to do their best in all of their endeavors, no matter 

how insignificant they might seem. 

 

c.   Punishment:   Cadets who demonstrate poor personal conduct may be removed from 

their position, reduced in rank, or otherwise reprimanded, as determined by the Chain of 

Command and/or Military Staff.  

 

4-4. MILITARY DISCIPLINE AND COURTESY: 

a. Military Discipline:    

(1) Definition:   Military discipline is controlled behavior based on submission 

 to rules and authorities.  Good discipline is essential to the smooth operation 

 of the Corps and also helps facilitate a cadet’s success outside of the JROTC  

 environment.  Military discipline entails respect for authority, good personal 

 conduct, neatness in dress, and cleanliness of person. 

 

(2) Some Specific Regulations: 

(i) All cadets should follow school rules and demonstrate appropriate 

behavior in the classroom. 

(ii) Chewing, eating, talking, whispering, or other horseplay is not  

        permitted and will not be tolerated when class is in session. 

(iii) Cadets will report to the JROTC classroom on time.  They will be  

called to attention following the bell, and will remain at attention 

until told to relax. 

 

b. Courtesy: 

(1) Definition:   “Courtesy” is polite behavior.  To act courteously means to honor 

 and show respect for others’ authority and achievement through words and  

 actions.  Courtesy is an essential element of one’s personal conduct.  Because 

 there exist diverse means of showing courtesy, the unity essential to the military 

 way of life requires the establishment of a single, uniformly applied standard of 

 military Courtesy. “Military Courtesy” is a systemized version of the traditional, 
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 civilian code of conduct demonstrated toward one’s elders. 

 

(2) Civilian Courtesy:  Essentially, demonstrating courtesy in civilian life is the habit  

of being ladylike or gentlemanly.  Proper greetings include “Good morning” or 

“Good evening”, shaking hands, etc. 

        

(3) Military Courtesy:  The expression of courtesy is more formal and precise in the 

military and in JROTC than in civilian life.  This section outlines military 

courtesies.     

(i)  Addressing Others: 

        (1)  The Salute: 

   (a)  Officers:  When a subordinate first addresses an officer outdoors,  

         he/she renders a hand salute and terminates it upon acknowledge- 

         ment by the senior officer. 

 

(b) NCO’s:  Except when giving reports, NCO’s generally are not 

Saluted; however, a greeting is appropriate. 

 

        (2)  Titles:  The standard way to address any cadet, member of the Military 

Staff, or military personnel (following/during the salute, if rendered) is to 

Use his/her rank (e.g., “Colonel”, “Lieutenant”, “Sergeant”, “Private”, 

“Cadet”), which may be followed by the person’s last name.  If they chose, 

senior cadets may address junior cadets by first name, but not vice versa.  

When addressing a superior officer, a cadet may chose to use “Sir” or 

“Ma’am” in place of the officer’s title.  NCO’s must be addressed by their 

rank.  Cadets may also be addressed as “Mister” or “Miss”. 

   

(ii) Entrance of a Military Officer/Instructor into the JROTC Classroom: When in 

the classroom and a visiting military officer or instructor enters, the first cadet 

to see him/her will call “Attention”, and all cadets will stand at attention.  (If a 

visiting officer enters the classroom after instruction has begun, instruction 

will continue and the class will not be called to attention.) 

 

4-5. REPORTING: 

a.   General:  The SAI/AI often initiates contact with cadets by requesting that they report 

  to his/her office.  An order to report does not mean that a cadet is in trouble; the SAI/AI 

may order that a cadet report because the cadet requested, through the chain of command,  

to speak to him/her or the SAI/AI must speak to the cadet about a non-disciplinary matter. 

 

c. Procedure:  

(1)  When called upon to report, the cadet will proceed to the office of the SAI/AI  

       and knock three times on the door, even if it is open. 

                  (2)  The cadet will enter the office only after being instructed to do so. 

                  (3)  The cadet will approach the desk of the SAI, stand at attention, render the hand 

                         salute, and say, “Sir [Sergeant-Major] Cadet [cadet’s last name] reports.” 

(4) The cadet will terminate the salute after the SAI/AI renders and releases a salute. 
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(5) Following the conversation, the cadet will salute, terminating the salute after a 

salute from the SAI/AI.  The cadet will then exit the office immediately. 

 

4-6. THE MERIT SYSTEM: 

a.   Overview:  The merit system is a systemic, point-based method for rewarding 

exceptional performance and for penalizing violations of JROTC and school standards and 

ethics.  Merit points are totaled each grading period and are added into the grade (see 

section 2-8); merit points also may help earn a cadet consideration for promotion.  

Conversely, demerit points detract from a cadet’s grade and may be grounds for 

punishment and/or reduction in rank. 

 

b.   Criteria for Merits:  Merits may be awarded for any exceptional act performed, or 

commitment demonstrated, by a cadet.  However, merit points may not be assessed for duty 

done in order to “work off” demerits.  Following is a list of activities that commonly 

warrant the awarding of merit point(s): 

  (1)   Drill Team (each grading quarter) 

 (2)   Color Guard (each grading quarter) 

 (3)   Outstanding demonstration of leadership 

 (4)   JROTC work performed before or after school 

 (5)   Other exceptional activities, as identified by the cadet’s peers or the Military  

                    Staff and approved by the Military Staff 

 

c.   Criteria for Demerits:  Demerits may be assessed for any violation of the JROTC or  

Ohio County High School standards and ethics.  Demerits indicate a lack of effort and 

interest in Ohio County HS and the Corps on the part of the cadet.  Demerit points will be 

assessed on a case-by-case basis; there is no specific list of offenses for which demerits are 

automatically assessed.   

 

d. Punishment for Demerits:  Cadets who have assessed demerits may “work off” the 

     demerits by performing extra duties or assignments.   

 

 

 

              Section II, The Uniform and Personal Grooming 
 

4-7. THE UNIFORM AND ITS MEANING:  The JROTC uniform designates its wearer 

as a member of the JROTC Program.  Because all cadets, regardless of rank and duty, 

wear the same type of uniform, its wearing signifies the unity present among the 

members of the Corps.  Yet the uniform assumes an even greater personal significance 

for each cadet; a piece of formal attire, the uniform serves as a highly visible symbol of 

personal pride.  In order to present a positive image to others and to impart a positive 

attitude upon oneself, JROTC cadets are expected to maintain high standards to both 

personal appearance and grooming.  Moreover, the neat and well-groomed appearance of 

all cadets contributes to the development of the pride and spirit of the JROTC unit, a vital 

ingredient to its strength and effectiveness.  When in uniform, cadets must remember that 

they are walking “advertisements” of the JROTC Program and Ohio County High 

School. 
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Compliments and accolades earned – and, conversely, dishonorable acts committed – 

while in uniform reflect not only upon the cadet but also upon the Program and the 

school. 

   

4-8.      RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERSONAL APPEARANCE:   Each individual cadet is 

             responsible for maintaining a high degree of personal appearance by wearing the 

             uniform in the prescribed manner and adhering to all guidelines governing personal 

             grooming.  Cadet leaders are responsible for ensuring that cadets under their command  

             present a neat and well-groomed appearance in accordance to regulations.  Cadets in  

             uniform are subject to on-the-spot corrections by cadet leaders and the Military Staff  

             for uniform violations while at school or on the way to and from school, including  

             while riding on a school bus. 

 

4-9. THE UNIFORM: 

a.   When to Wear the Uniform: 

      (1)  When and Where:  Cadets are required to wear their JROTC uniform on 

             designated days, and they may wear only the class of uniform specified for that 

             day.  Typical events requiring the wearing of the uniform include inspections, 

            JROTC functions such as parades and Drill Team and Color Guard meets,  

JROTC – staffed activities and the Military Awards Banquet.  Cadets will 

always be notified of a uniform day several days in advance.  On uniform days, 

cadets will wear the uniform for the entire day, from the time they leave home 

until they return home or leave school for the civilian function. 

 

      (2)  When Not to Wear:  Cadets may not wear their uniform at any time when its 

             wear is not required by the SAI/AI.  Cadets should put on the uniform just  

             before leaving for school and remove it immediately upon returning home.  

             Cadets participating in any physical education, woodworking, or art class 

             during school must either remove the uniform for the duration of that class 

             period or wear a shop coat, as appropriate.  Wearing of the uniform does not 

             excuse a cadet from  participation.  In addition, the uniform is not to be worn 

             on the job by working cadets.  Cadets participating in other, non-physical 

             extracurricular activities, such as after-school clubs, may remove their uniform 

             for that activity.   

 

b. Failure to Wear Uniform: 

(1) Absence:  In the event of an excused absence from school on a designated 

uniform day (such as an inspection), the cadet must wear the uniform on  

the next day of JROTC class.  Failure to comply with these make-up 

procedures will result in consequences outlined in section 4-9. 

 

(2) There are no acceptable excuses for failure to wear a uniform if the cadet 

is present at school on an occasion when the uniform is to be worn.  If there is 

some reason why a cadet cannot be in uniform on the designated day, the cadet 

must request (from the SAI/AI) in advance to be excused.  If the uniform 

becomes damaged, the cadet must bring it to school immediately; the damaged 

part will be exchanged or repaired as soon as possible, and provisions will be 
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made for the cadet until he/she again has a serviceable uniform.  Having sent 

the uniform to the cleaners and not having received the uniform back in time 

for an event is not a valid excuse for not being in uniform; a note from home 

with an excuse for failure to wear the uniform is also unacceptable.   

 

c. Failure to Make-UP:  In the event that the uniform is not worn on the dayprescribed and 

the cadet fails to adhere to the appropriate make-up procedures, the 

cadet will receive an “0” for the inspection grade/credit.  Cadets can, on approval  

from the SAI, make up the inspection the next class period for a maximum of 50%  

credit.  Failure to wear the uniform on more than two (2) occasions can result in the 

cadet’s failing that quarter.  Senior cadets who miss any inspections will be removed  

from leadership positions and reduced in rank.  

 

d. The Prescribed Uniform:  The following uniforms are prescribed and authorized for  

the JROTC cadets at Ohio County High School. 

  (1)   Professional Uniforms: 

        (i)   Male Cadets: 

   (1)   Class A:   Trousers, AG 489; shirt AG 415; black tie;  

                           garrison cap, AG 489, with appropriate insignia; black shoes; black  

                           socks; name tag; all authorized insignia, ribbons, designated rank, 

awards, and unit crest.  The black cadet windbreaker may be worn, 

depending on weather conditions. 

 

   (2)   Class B:   Shirt AG 415, short sleeves; trousers, AG 489; garrison 

                           cap, AG 489, with appropriate insignia; black shoes; black socks; 

           name tag; all authorized insignia, ribbons, and designated rank,  

                           awards, and unit crest. 

 

  (ii) Female Cadets: 

   (1)   Class A:   Shirt, women AG 415 with necktab; slacks, 

                           AG 489; black shoes; black hose/socks; garrison cap, AG 489, with  

                           appropriate insignia; name tag; all authorized insignia, ribbons,   

designated rank, awards, and unit crests.  The black cadet windbreaker 

may be worn, depending on weather conditions. 

 

   (2)   Class B:   Shirt, AG 415, short sleeves with necktab; slacks, AG 489; 

                           black shoes; black hose/socks; garrison cap, AG 489, with appropriate 

                           insignia; name tag; all authorized insignia, ribbons, designated rank, 

                           awards, and unit crest. 

 

 (2)   Army Combat Uniform:   ACU’s are authorized to be worn for training 

         events as approved by the SAI/AI.   

 

e.   Arrangement of Uniform Components: 

 (1)   Ribbons:  Authorized award ribbons will be worn in rows above the left  

         breast pocket.  Ribbons should be worn in order of precedence (see section 

              8-1); from the perspective of the wearer, the ribbon with the highest  
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              precedence is worn in the upper right position, the one with the lowest in 

              the lower left position.  See the diagram in section 8-1. 

 

 (2)   Medals:   Medals are arranged in order of ascending precedence from the 

              wearer’s right. 

 

(3)   Unit Crest:   One Army JROTC unit crest is worn on each shoulder epaulet of 

the Class A jacket (if issued).  For the Class B uniform, it is worn above the name 

tag on the shirt. 

 

 (4)   Torches of Knowledge:   One Torch of Knowledge is worn on each lapel of  

              the Class A jacket (if issued).   

 

 (5)   Rank:   For the Class A uniform, rank is worn on both shoulder epaulets. 

              For the Class B uniform, shoulder boards are worn. 

 

 (6)   Honor Unit Insignia:   The Honor Unit insignia, the star, is worn with one 

              point up, centered over the right breast pocket of the jacket/shirt (centered 

              over the name tag on the female jacket/shirt). 

 

 (7)   Academic Achievement Insignia:   The Academic Achievement insignia is 

              worn centered over the right breast pocket of the jacket/shirt (centered over 

              the name tag on the female jacket/shirt).  When worn with the honor star, the 

              star will be centered within the wreath.  A felt pad centered background, 

              worn beneath the wreath indicated receipt of subsequent Academic  

              Achievement awards.  (Second award = scarlet pad; Third award = silver-gray 

              Pad; Fourth award = gold pad).   

 

 (8)   Shoulder Cords:   Shoulder cords will not exceed two in number for any 

              cadet (one on each shoulder).  The cord will pass under the arm.  When only 

              one cord is worn, it will be worn on the left shoulder.  Cords with a ferrule  

              (tip) will be worn with the ferrule to the front.  The shoulder cords authorized 

              for Ohio County High School JROTC Corps of Cadets are: 

                           

(i) Color Guard – White 

(ii) Drill Team – Red 

(iii) Raider Team - Black 

 

                  f.    Wearing the Prescribed Uniform: 

(1) The uniform must be clean, neatly pressed, and fully buttoned.  Class A and B 

uniforms must be dry-cleaned only; dry-cleaning cost is the responsibility of 

the cadet. 

 

(2) All parts of the required uniform must be worn at all times.   

 

(3) No part of the uniform may be worn with any civilian clothing. 
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(4) Cadets must wear only the uniform assigned to them.  Cadets who loan 

uniform parts, and those who accept the loans, will be disciplined. 

 

  (5)   Fit:  Should the issued uniform at any time no longer fit the cadet, the cadet 

                               must  bring the uniform to the supply room.  The uniform will be tailored or 

                               replaced free of charge. 

 

(6)   Headgear:   Except when required during inspections, headgear must be 

removed indoors.  The garrison cap should be worn squarely on the head, and 

the distance between the bottom rim of the cap and the bridge of the nose 

should be two fingers’ width. 

 

(7)   Shoes, Boots, and Socks:   Cadets must wear only their JROTC – issued shoes 

        and boots.  Male cadets shall wear black socks.  Female cadets may wear black 

        hose.  Shoe laces, except for special unit uniforms, shall be black.   

        The shoes must be highly shined using a non-abrasive cleaner (e.g. Pledge 

        Furniture Polish) or a clean damp cloth.   

 

(8)   Insignia:   Insignia must be clean and free of visible scratches and other 

       deformities.  Brass insignia must be highly polished; only brass polish may 

       be used.  No residual brass polish should appear on the insignia. 

 

(9)   Damaged Insignia:   Insignia will occasionally become scratched or otherwise 

        damaged.  Cadets should bring damaged insignia to their supply officer in 

        order to obtain a replacement. 

 

(10)  Jewelry and Cosmetics:   Jewelry shall be limited to one ring on each hand and 

one watch. Females may wear no more than one earring in each ear, and the 

earrings must be conservative in style.  Males are not permitted to wear 

earrings at any time.  Females may wear conservative nail polish.  Any make-

up must also be conservative in style. 

 

4-10.    PERSONAL GROOMING: 

 a.   Hair: 

             (1)   Males:   The hair on top of the head must be short and may not present a 

        ragged or unkempt appearance.  Hairstyles must be conservative.  The hair 

        may not touch the ears and must be tapered on the back of the head so as not  

        to touch the collar.  Hair should not be shaggy or bowl-cut.  Corn rows are  

        allowed if short/close to the head and not hanging down on the shirt collar. 

 

             (2)   Females:   The hair must be arranged in such a way that allows the headgear  

                                to fit properly.  Hair may not fall below the neck in the rear.  Front bangs must 

                                be short and unobtrusive.  Hair may not fall into the face or over the ears.  

                                Hairstyles that do not meet these regulations must be corrected by placing the 

                                hair in a bun and, if necessary, tying it with a “scrunchie”. 

 

             (3)   Sideburns:   Any sideburns must not extend beyond the opening of the ear. 
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                                Sideburns must be neatly trimmed, and the base should be a clean-cut 

                                horizontal line. 

 

 (4)    Mustaches:   Mustaches must be neatly trimmed, not to exceed the corners 

               of the mouth, and must not present a bushy appearance. 

 

 (5)    Shaving:   Males are expected to be cleanly shaven; shaving should  

               eliminate all “peach fuzz”. 

 

      (6)    Goatees and beards:   Goatees and beards are not permitted. 

 

 (7)    Hair Ornaments:   Hair ornaments, such as beads and radical hairpins, are 

          not permitted. 

 

(8)    Hair must be clean. 

 

 (9)    Hair may not be dyed in an unnatural color.  In all cases, the bulk or length 

                                 of hair will not interfere with the normal wear of the headgear. 

 

 b.   Fingernails:   Fingernails must be neatly trimmed and of moderate length.  

                        Decorations and stylized extensions are not permitted. 

 

c.   Other:   Cadets should strive to present a clean and neat business appearance.  For 

      example, they should shower every day, brush their teeth, and wear deodorant. 

 

Section III.  Supplies 

 
4-11.   OWNERSHIP:   JROTC uniforms, equipment, and texts issued to cadets are the property  

            of the United States Government, loaned under bond to the Ohio County Board Education. 

 

4-12. RECORDS:   The JROTC Department maintains records of all supplies issued to each 

            cadet.  In particular, an Individual Clothing Record is maintained by the S-4. 

 

4-13. RESPONSIBILITY:   Cadets are responsible for the storage and upkeep of all supplies 

            issued to them by the Program.  The parent/guardian of each cadet share in this legal 

            responsibility; they must sign a statement to this effect (“Statement of Health and  

            Responsibility”) at the beginning of each school year.  At the end of each 

            school year, all supplies (with the exception of workbooks, socks, ribbons, and certain 

            brass insignia) must be returned to the JROTC supply room in the condition in which  

            they were issued.  The Military Staff will ensure that all items are returned, and the  

            designated S-4 Supplies representative will acknowledge their receipt by signing the 

            Individual Clothing Record. 

 

4-14. MAINTENANCE:   The uniforms require dry cleaning, laundering, and occasional 

            minor repair (such as replacement of a button).  Such upkeep is the responsibility of 

            the cadet. 
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4-15. DAMAGED AND LOST ITEMS:  Cadets will be billed for all supplies that are  

damaged due to negligence or not returned. 

 


